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GUMC is a community of ordinary people seeking to put into practice 
the extraordinary love of God. 

 

 



United Methodist Church 
March 24, 2024 – 10:15 a.m. – Passion/Palm Sunday 

Welcome, everyone! Whether you are a member, a friend, or a visitor, 
 we are glad you are here!  

          
*Please stand as able 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRELUDE AND LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 
HYMN: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor,” vs. 1 & 2                                                                                      UMH #280 

Children will collect and present quarters. 
CHILDREN’S TIME: “Jesus’ Final Entry into Jerusalem”                                                     Rev. Kristin W. Peters 
*PALM PARADE: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor,” vs. 3, 4, & 5                                                               UMH #280 
 
*DIVING DEEPER LITURGY: INTO GRACE                                                                                             Mike Brown 
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS                                                                                         Rev. Peters                                                
*DOXOLOGY: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                                                                  UMH #95 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION by UMC Discipleship Ministries                                                                Rev. Peters 
Almighty and everlasting God, as we bring our gifts and lay them at your altar, we remember the 
crowds in Jerusalem who laid their cloaks on the road, shouting “Hosanna” as Jesus passed. We know 
they were looking for a Messiah who was different from who you sent Jesus to be – not one of 
political power and military might, but one who came in compassion and mercy to heal, love, and 
save. Search our hearts that we might be confident that the Messiah for whom we long is the one you 
know we need – Jesus Christ, your anointed one, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM: “Prepare the Way”                                               Words by Price/Besig; Music by Don Besig 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION by First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest                                       Mike Brown            
Holy God, when Jesus cried and breathed his last, you tore away the ancient curtain between heaven 
and earth, life and death. As we turn to face the cross, show us Jesus, in all his suffering and glory, so 
that we may believe and have eternal life; through Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE PLOT TO KILL JESUS: Mark 14:1-9                                                                                                Val Anderson 
It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the 
scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; for they said, “Not during the 
festival, or there may be a riot among the people.” 
While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with an 
alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his 
head. But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this 
way? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given 
to the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has 
performed a good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to 
them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she has 
anointed my body beforehand for its burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in 
the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 



MESSAGE: Diving Deeper into Grace                                                                                                      Rev. Peters 
 SONG: “Grace Greater than Our Sin,” verse 1                                                                                   UMH #365 
 
JUDAS AGREES TO BETRAY JESUS: Mark 14:10-11                                                                      Mary Beth Cline 
Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to 
them. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him money. So he began to 
look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 SONG: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” verse 2                                                                    UMH #298 
 
THE PASSOVER WITH THE DISCIPLES: Mark 14:12-21                                                              Rev. Chris Ebbers 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to him, 
“Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” So he sent two of 
his disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow 
him, and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room 
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and 
ready. Make preparations for us there.” So the disciples set out and went to the city, and found 
everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 
When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places and were eating, 
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began to be 
distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, 
one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe 
to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have 
been born.” 
 SONG: “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley,” verse 1                                                                 TFWS #2112 
 
THE INSTITUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER: Mark 14:22-25                                                    Rev. Chris Ebbers 
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and 
said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of 
them drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.” 
 SONG: “Let Us Break Bread Together,” verse 1                                                                                UMH #618 
 
PETER’S DENIAL FORETOLD: Mark 14:26-31                                                                                        Mike Brown 
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, “You will 
all become deserters; for it is written, 
‘I will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered.’ 
But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even though all become 
deserters, I will not.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows 
twice, you will deny me three times.” But he said vehemently, “Even though I must die with you, I will 
not deny you.” And all of them said the same. 
 SONG: “Lord, Have Mercy”                                                                                                                TFWS #2277 
 
JESUS PRAYS IN GETHSEMANE: Mark 14:32-42                                                                                        Jill Blank 
They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took 
with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, “I am 
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little farther, he threw 



himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, 
“Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what 
you want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you 
not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed, saying the same 
words. And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did 
not know what to say to him. He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking 
your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let 
us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 SONG: “Go to Dark Gethsemane,” verse 1                                                                                        UMH #290 
 
THE BETRAYAL AND ARREST OF JESUS: Mark 14:43-52                                                                  Val Anderson 
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there was a 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” So 
when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. Then they laid hands on 
him and arrested him. But one of those who stood near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high 
priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest 
me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not 
arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” All of them deserted him and fled. 
A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, but 
he left the linen cloth and ran off naked. 
 SONG: “Daw-Kee, Aim Daw-Tsi-Taw” (“Great Spirit, Now I Pray”)                                                UMH #330 
 
JESUS BEFORE THE COUNCIL: Mark 14:53-66                                                                                    Mel Hiscocks 
They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were 
assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was 
sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council were 
looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. For many gave false 
testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. Some stood up and gave false testimony 
against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three 
days I will build another, not made with hands.’” But even on this point their testimony did not 
agree. Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it that 
they testify against you?” But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are 
you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I am; and 

‘you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard his 
blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as deserving death. Some began to spit 
on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him over 
and beat him. 
While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by.                                            
 SONG: “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling,” verse 3                                                                      UMH #348 
 
PETER DENIES JESUS: Mark 14:67-72                                                                                                          Jim Hill 
When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man 
from Nazareth.” But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or understand what you are talking about.” And 



he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again 
to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” But again he denied it. Then after a little while the 
bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.” But he began to 
curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are talking about.” At that moment the cock 
crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows 
twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 
 SONG: “Daw-Kee, Aim Daw-Tsi-Taw” (“Great Spirit, Now I Pray”)                                                UMH #330 
 
JESUS BEFORE PILATE: Mark 15:1-5                                                                                                             Jill Blank 
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the 
whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many 
things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against 
you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 
MINUTE OF SILENCE 
  
PILATE HANDS JESUS OVER TO BE CRUCIFIED: Mark 15:6-15                                                Rev. Chris Ebbers 
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a man 
called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So 
the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered 
them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it was out of 
jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have 
him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do 
with the man you call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, 
what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the 
crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
THE SOLDIERS MOCK JESUS: Mark 15:16-20                                                                                       Mike Brown 
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and 
they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They 
struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 SONG: “He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word,” verse 1                                                                       UMH #291 
 
THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS: Mark 15:21-32                                                                                                Jim Hill 
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of 
Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 
means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And 
they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him 
read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his 
left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy 
the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” In the same way 
the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He 
saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross 
now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 



 
 SONG: “What Wondrous Love Is This?” verse 1                                                                               UMH #292 
 
THE DEATH OF JESUS: Mark 15:33-41                                                                                            Mary Beth Cline 
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for 
Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 
saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and 
breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was 
God’s Son!” 
There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. These used to follow him and provided for him 
when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 
 SONG: “Why Has God Forsaken Me?” verse 1                                                                               TFWS #2110 
 
THE BURIAL OF JESUS: Mark 15:42-47                                                                                                Mel Hiscocks 
When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the 
sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself waiting 
expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he had been 
dead for some time. When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to 
Joseph. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and 
laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the 
tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid. 
 SONG: “Why Has God Forsaken Me?” verse 3                                                                               TFWS #2110 
 
SILENT MEDITATION 
 
*BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                            Rev. Peters 
 
*SUNG PASSING OF THE PEACE: “As We Go”                                                     Composed by Jeremy Johnson 
As we go, may your spirit go before us. 
As we go, may we follow where You lead. 
May we live what we have learned,  
share the message we have heard,  
and be a light unto the world as we go.  

All share a greeting of peace as you exit the Sanctuary. 
 

POSTLUDE 
COMMUNION AT THE ALTAR FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO PARTAKE 
 

All Scriptures: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org 
 
************************************************************************************* 

http://nrsvbibles.org/


SERVING AT GUMC TODAY 
Officiant: Rev. Kristin W. Peters 
Worship Leader: Mike Brown 
Organist and Choir Director/Pianist: Myra Bowman 
Dramatic Readers: Val Anderson, Jill Blank, Mike Brown, Mary Beth Cline, Rev. Chris Ebbers,   
 Jim Hill, and Mel Hiscocks  
Song Leaders: John Bowman, Renée Kramer, and Jan Sweers 
Ushers: Doug Jass and Jim Jass 
Hospitality: UWFaith 
Tech: Jill Blank, Stan Isvik, Kevin Sweers, Jody East, Steve East, Beth Myers, Ruth Legge, and/or 
          John Bowman 
 
SERVING AT GUMC NEXT SUNDAY (MARCH 31) 
Ushers: Rick and Diane Gilbert 
Hospitality (9 a.m.): Maurene House, Jeff and Carrie Omans  
Worship Leader: Debra Hill 
 
HOLY WEEK SERVICE SCHEDULE REMINDER AT A GLANCE 
Maundy Thursday – March 28: Washing Service, 6 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Good Friday – March 29: Service of Lament, 6 p.m., Chapel 
Easter Sunday – March 31 
   9 a.m. – Coffee Hour and Filling of Eggs 
   9:30 a.m. – Egg Hunt in Sanctuary 
   10:15 a.m. – Easter Service, Sanctuary 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please email your joys and concerns to Pastor Kristin at pastorkristingumc@gmail.com if you’d like 

them included in morning worship. 
 
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
Today   2-4 p.m., GriefShare (Fireside Room) 
Monday, March 25 9-11 a.m., God’s Pantry 
     11:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Labyrinth Painting (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, March 26 1-4 p.m., Comfort Quilters 
     4:15 p.m., Old Testament Bible Study 
Wednesday, March 27 7 p.m., Choir 
Thursday, March 28 4-6 p.m., Comfort Quilters 

 4-6 p.m., God’s Pantry 
 6 p.m., Maundy Thursday Washing Service (FH) 

Friday, March 29 6 p.m., Good Friday Service of Lament (Chapel) 
Sunday, March 31 9 a.m., Fellowship and Egg Filling 
     9:30 a.m., Egg Hunt in the Sanctuary 

 10:15 a.m., Easter Worship with Communion After the Service 
UPCOMING MEETINGS   
Monday, March 25 7 p.m., Rebekah Circle 
  
ROOF (The Flat “L”): Cost: $84,000; Raised: $38,196; Still Needed: $45,804 
      (Designate Roof on the memo line of your check.) 



LENTEN QUARTERS: Jubilee Water Project 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: If you have information for the April newsletter, send that to Lori on or before 
Monday, March 25. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY: UWFaith marked their 155th birthday on March 23! Come enjoy some cake during 
fellowship to help celebrate this special milestone. 
 
LIVING LAST SUPPERS: A Living Last Supper will be presented this afternoon (March 24) at 2 p.m. at  
Pilot Knob Lutheran Church at 2391 330th St. in Forest City. You are welcome to stay afterwards for 
refreshments and fellowship. The Last Supper will also be presented at the Belmond United Methodist 
Church on Maundy Thursday (March 28) at 8:30 p.m. 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY: You are invited to a service of washing on Maundy Thursday, March 28, at 6 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall. Washing of feet or hands will be offered as well as communion as we dive deeper 
into service. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY: Good Friday’s service of lament will begin at 6 p.m. in the Chapel on March 29. Join us as 
we dive deeper into despair as we follow Peter on his Good Friday journey. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY: Come help fill Easter eggs on Easter Sunday at 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall as we 
enjoy fellowship before the service next Sunday. Families, be sure to bring your kids at 9:30 to hunt for 
eggs in the Sanctuary. Worship will be at the regular 10:15 a.m. time. 
 
LADIES TEA: SMILE (Single Moms in a Loving Environment) is hosting a fundraising event, SMILE: Ladies 
Tea, on Saturday, April 6, from 10 a.m. to noon at the Woden Christian Reformed Church. Check out the 
flyer on the bulletin board or grab an individual invitation from the lobby table for more information 
including cost and how to register. 
 
SAVE YOUR TABS: Please save pop tabs from aluminum cans to donate to the Ronald McDonald House 
in Rochester this fall. You can put them in the large plastic jug sitting outside the offices. 
 
PLASTIC BAGS: If you’d like to donate your plastic bags to be used for weaving mats for those 
experiencing homelessness, put your flat (not wadded) bags in the collection tub under the coat rack in 
the lobby. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE: LifeServe will hold a blood drive here on Tuesday April 16, from 1-6 p.m. Text LIFESERVE 
to 999-777, visit lifeservebloodcenter.org, or call 800-287-4903  to make an appointment. 

 
 

 


